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BAN OF GAY CIVIL RIGHTS 
ADDED TO COLORADO CONSTITUTION 


In August, Patrick Buchanon proclaimed to the Republican National 
Convention, "There is a religious war going on in our country for the 
soul of America." This was not mere hyperbole. The war is being 
waged nationwide, and the major issues are homosexuality, abortion, 
sex education and public schools. Most of the religious right-wing 
groups follow the general plan laid out in Pat Robertson's 1991 book, 
The New World Order. They Support a movement of Christian Reconstruc- 
tionism, founded by Californian Rousas John Rushdoony, which claims 
that all civil law should be based on a literal interpretation of the 
Bible. They are conducting seminars in conservative churches, 
teaching political neophytes how to stack political caucuses, become 
delegates, and be elected to school boards, hospital boards and state 
legislatures. They are also testing the impact of various forms of 
anti-gay legislation. 

This year, this coalition, working through the Oregon Citizen's 
Alliance and Colorado for Family Values, put anti-gay petitions on the 
ballots of those states, both of which allow voters the right of 
initiative and petition. The Oregon version was the uglier of the 
two. It was defeated by a 56-44% vote. The Colorado version passed. 
Movement leaders have already vowed to take Colorado's Amendment 2 to 
other states. They believe the text will withstand legal challenges. 
The constitutional amendment has two provisions: 


1) to prohibit the state, its branches or departments, or any of 
its agencies, political Subdivisions, municipalities ana school 
districts from adopting or enforcing any law or policy that 
entitled any person to claim discrimination, protected status, or 
quota preferences based on homosexual, lesbian or bisexual 
Orientation, practices or relationships; and 


2). to; make . all existing antidiscrimination Ordinances, laws, 
regulations and policies prohibiting discrimination based on an 
individual's homosexual, lesbian or bisexual orientation unenfor- 
ceable and unconstitutional. 


The second provision would nullify the civil rights ordinances 
already passed by the cities of Denver, Boulder and Aspen and void 
Governor Romer's executive order protecting the employment rights of 
lesbian or gay state employees. 

The gay community, people devoted to civil rights and a strong 
interfaith coalition worked to defeat Amendment 2. United Methodist 
Bishop Roy Sano issued a Strongly worded letter Opposing 2 before he 
left Colorado. Incoming Bishop Mary Ann Swenson issued a more weakly 
worded defense of civil rights. The conference United Methodist Women 
took a stand against Amendment 2. PLease turn to page two 
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Right up to election day, the 
polls had predicted that the amend- 
ment would be defeated by a 48-52 
margin. This showed once again, as 
voters in Louisiana discovered in 
the David Duke race, the people lie 
to pollsters if the issue involves 
prejudice. In fact, the measure 
passed by a 53-47 margin. It seems 
that the proponents' argument of 
"no special rights for homosexuals" 
had swayed voters. 

On Wednesday morning, Nov. 4, 
Governor Roy Romer, Denver Mayor 
Wellington Webb and other civic and 
state leaders met with 1000 oppo- 
nents of Amendment 2. Gov. Romer 
vowed to continue to enforce his 
executive order, Mayor Webb declared 
that Denver's ordinance is a home- 
rule issue and that his office will 
continue to investigate discrimina- 
tion claims and enforce the ordin- 
ance. U.S. Rep. Pat Schroeder wrote 
to President-Elect Bill Clinton re- 
minding him that he had promised to 
eliminate discrimination in the 
military and admonishing him to 


Support and ultimately sign civil 


rights legislation that she and 
others would introduce. ec. , OG 
ator-elect Ben Nighthorse Campbell 
has spoken against Amendment 2 and 
vowed to work for civil rights leg- 
islation on the national level. 
There will be a legal suit filed 
within a week to ten days after No- 
vember 3. It will challenge the 
amendment on at least five grounds, 
including violation of the equal 
protection provision of the Four- 
teenth Amendment to the U.S. Con- 
stitution and violation of Color- 
ado's home rule provision. 

The gay, lesbian and bisexual 
community held a vigil at the cap- 
ital on Wednesday evening. The 
messages we spoke to one another 
were “Be strong. Come out wherever 
you can. Build coalitions. No 
violence. Stay proud. Believe that 
the legal challenge will prevail. 
Donate to the legal fund. Watch 
out for each other." 

If Patrick Buchanan is right, 
Amendment 2 is not an isolated in- 
cident. I am not exaggerating when 
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I say that some of the leaders of 
the Colorado for Family Values group 
support forehead tattoos and concen- 
tration camps for homosexuals. This 
movement parallels the early steps 
of the German Holocaust, with homo- 
sexuals as the identified scape-goats 
this time. 

Besides being aware, what can 
people from out-of-state do? The 
gay and lesbian community is divided 
about whether to call for a boycott 
of tourism and conventions in 
Colorado. Leaders are asking that 
we call or write letters to Governor 
Romer and Mayor Webb, thanking them 
for their proactive stands. The 
groups organizing the legal challenge 
and the educational efforts could 
use financial support. It might be 
well for United Methodists to urge 
Bishop Swenson to take a stronger 
stand for civil rights. 


Addresses for your use: 


les To donate tocommunity organ- 
izing and education for lesbian and 
gay civil rights, send a check made 
out to EPOC (Equal Protection Or- 
dinance Campaign) to 

EPOC 

Box 300476 

Denver, CO 80203 
23 To donate to the legal defense 
fund, make a check out to LLDEF/CLIP 
(Lamda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund/Colorado Legal Initiative Pro- 
ject), write CLIP on the outside of 
the envelope and send to EPOC at 
the above address. 
a If you would liketowrite let- 
ters, the following addresses may 
be useful: 

Governor Roy Romer 

136 State Capitol Building 

Denver, CO 80203 


Mayor Wellington Webb 
1437 Bannock, Room 350 
Denver, CO 80202 


Colorado Tourism Board 
1625 Broadway 
Denver, CO 80202 


Bishop Mary Ann Swenson 

United Methodist Church Hdqtrs 
2200 S. University 

Denver, CO 80210 


Jeanne Knepper 
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NEWS FROM 
LOCAL GROUPS 


DALLAS AFFIRMATION -- 

"Homecoming" was the 
the September meeting, 
effort was made to bring 
active members. Although 
of 100 attendees was not reached, 
over 80 did attend. The speaker 
was the Rev. Carol West, pastor of 
the Arlington, Texas, MCC, who had 
been a keynote speaker at the 1984 
National Affirmation gathering. A 
group picture was taken of all those 
in attendance. 

The October meeting was the 
annual All Saints Service, one of 
the group's most popular and beau- 
tiful services. The guest preacher 
was Bishop Bruce Blake, leader of 
the North Texas Conference. Bishop 
Blake's appearance marked the first 
time ahigh ranking United Methodist 
official has ever participated ina 
Dallas Affirmation function. 


Mike Merrifield 
NASHVILLE AFFIRMATION -- 


Thanksgiving Meeting to be 
hosted by Integrity on November 
24th at St. Anne's Episcopal 
Church, starting at 6:30 p.m. with 
Holy Eucharist, and potluck dinner 
a beeen 

Nashville Affirmation will host 
the National Affirmation Council's 
January meeting on the 16th to the 
18th. 


BINGHAMTON AFFIRMATION -- 


From the Sept./Oct. 1992 Issue 
of the Social Questions Bulletin 
(MFSA): "The 1992 annual confer- 
ence activities of Wyoming Confer- 
ence MFSA Chapter (includes Scranton, 
PA and Binghamton, NY) reflected 
the magnificent revival this nearly- 
dormant chapter has experienced in 
the last two years. Over 75 persons 
turned out for the chapter dinner, 
where Peggy Gaylord was presented 
the chapter's Peace with Justice 
Tribute ("for never quitting")... 
The chapter produced a high-quality 
Daily Social Questions Bulletin each 
day of conference, edited by Susan 


theme of 
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back in- 
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Button and Peggy Gaylord". 
Susan and Peggy are the prime- 
movers of Binghampton Affirmation. 


For inclusion of news about 
your group, please send information 
or copies of your newsletters to 
Fritz Schultz, 

San Francisco, CA My Include 
contact person with address and/or 
phone number. 


IT’S UP TO 60! 


Seven more United Methodist 
(U.M.) congregations have publicly 
declared that they welcome all per- 
sons, including lesbians and gay 
men, inthepast three months. This 
brings the total number of Reconcil- 
ing Congregations across the U.S. 
to 60. 

These new Reconciling Congre- 
gations include the first in Massa- 
chusetts--Osterville UMC--and the 
first campus ministry--the Wesley 
Foundation at the University of Cal- 
ifornia Los Angeles. In addition 
to the 60 U.S. congregations, five 
congregations of the Methodist 
Church of New Zealand have declared 
themselves "reconciling." 

"The movement of congregations 
welcoming all persons, including 
lesbian, gay and bisexual persons, 
is rapidly growing around the coun- 
try," noted program coordinator Mark 
Bowman. "There are now more than 
300 Disciples of Christ, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, United Church of Christ 
and United Methodist congregations 
that have adopted welcoming state- 
ments. 

"Last weekend I spoke to about 
125 members of 10 different congre- 
gations in the Troy Conference of 
the U.M. Church (Vermont and north- 
eastern New York) who are educating 
their fellow church members about 
the need to be 'reconciling,'" Bow- 
man stated. "Our office is aware 
of about 200 U.M. congregations 
across the country that are discus-. 
sing becoming Reconciling Congrega- 
tions." 


PLease turn t0 page four 
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"Our movement is growing as 
Christians are becoming increasing- 
ly disturbed by the discrimination 
gay men and lesbians face in our 
church and society," explained RCP 


Board chair Susan Spruce. "The 
U.M.C. General Conference's affir- 
mation of its unwelcoming stance 
last May, the gay-bashing at the 


Republican convention, and the anti- 
gay rights referenda being pushed 
by so-called "Christian" groups in 
Oregon and Colorado are all evidence 
of the extreme hostility being di- 
rected at lesbian, gay and bisexual 
persons today. Reconciling Congre- 
gations seek to counter that mes- 
sage with one of hospitality and 
love." 

The seven new Reconciling Con- 
gregations are: Mayfair UMC (Chi- 
cago); UM Churchof Osterville (Mas- 
achusetts); First St. John's UMC 
(San Francisco); First UMC of Cor- 
vallis (Oregon); Trinity UMC (Austin, 
Texas); Fair Oaks UMC (California) ; 
and the Wesley Foundation, UCLA. 
The Reconciling Congregation Program 
began in 1984 and now includes 60 


Reconciling Congregations, 4 Recon- 
ciling Conferences, and numerous 
other "reconciling" groups in the 
UL MC. 


WITNESS COMMITTEE REPORT 
Intercaucus Coalition Forming 


On Monday, October 12, 1992, I 
met with representatives from four 
other caucuses to discuss whether 
we wanted to do intentional net- 
working, strategizing and resource 
sharing before and at the 1996 Gen- 
eral Conference. The discussion, 
while only preliminary, seems to be 
worth continuing. 

We decided it would be worth- 
while to keep each other (as caucuses) 
informed of our issues and General 
Conference plans, tomeet again next 
summer, to share legislative re- 
sources and to try to developa com- 
mon agenda that would reflect a broad 
justice movement within the United 
Methodist Church. We will focus 
part of next summer's meeting on 
articulating a solid theological 
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foundation for our common work. The 
meeting convenors will be contacting 
leaders of other "liberal" or con- 
stituency caucuses and some other 
individuals who seem interested in 
sucha project. We agreed that each 
group joining this yet unnamed inter- 
caucus group would be asked to work 
with the other caucuses represented. 
This reflected the group's under- 
standing that the interests of les- 
bians, gay men and bisexual persons 
would not be sacrificed to obtain a 
broader base. 

For several quadrennia, Affir- 
mation, the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action, and the Reconciling 
Congregation Program have been in- 
tentional about sharing tasks, re- 
sources and agenda at General Con- 
ference. While this new inter- 
caucus coalition is only in its be- 
ginning stages, it was convened by 
the leadership of a coalition out- 
side of that group of three. I be- 
lieve that this represents a new 
movement to a) offer a broad-based 
alternative to the vision of the 
church and its mission put forward 
by the organizations united with 
the Good News Movement, and b) in- 
tentionally include Affirmation in 
that broad base. This gives me rea- 
son to be hopeful for the future. 


Support for MCC in NCC 


The United Federation of Metro- 
politan Community Churches called 
for a meeting of representatives 
from groups representing lesbian, 
gay and bisexual persons in Cleve- 
land, November 10-13, 1992. The 
purpose of this gathering was to 
support the MCC in its continuing 
effort to become a member of the 
National Council of Churches. Af- 
firmation's National Council decided 
that it was also important to remind 
the other churches, including the 
United Methodist Church, that les- 
bians, gay men and bisexual persons 
are members of many churches already 
in the NCC. Co-spokesperson Gloria 
Soliz represented Affirmation at 
this meeting. 


Pkease turn to page five 
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Pro-Active Congregations 


Affirmation is dismayed by the 
punitive repercussions brought to 
bear upon clergy who helped to cel- 
ebrate and recognize a covenant be- 
tween two men in Indianapolis. Our 
discussion led us to decide that it 
was important to recognize and cel- 
ebrate the many churches ahd clergy 
across the country who do offer the 
full ministry of the church to its 
gay, lesbian and bisexual members. 
We know who you are, and we loveyou 
for 4 its We also applaud the con- 
viction of church boards that have 
decided to discontinue celebrating 
heterosexual marriages within their 
buildings until they can also cel- 
ebrate the relationships of gay men 
and lesbians. 


Advent Prayer Request 


All over the country, in many 
denominations, lesbians, gay men 
and bisexual persons are following 
their call toseek ordination. Many 
of them face daunting obstacles. 
The National Council asks members 
of Affirmation and our friends to 
dedicate Advent as a time of prayer 
for lesbian, gay and bisexual per- 
sons of all denominations who are 


seeking the set-aside role of 
clergy. 

Jeanne Knepper 

Convenor, Witness Committee 


ere _ ho carr eae pao re 
A PERSONAL NOTE 


Any of you who know me know 
that my family is a very important 
part of my life. I talk often of 
my partner and children, now grown 
to be young adults. I am also a 
deacon in the Oregon-Idaho annual 
conference. This" year ’({ 12992), 1 
sought appointment. I spoke of my 
family tothe Board of Ordained Min- 
istry. Both the Board and the 
clergy Executive Session of the Or- 
egon-Idaho Conference continued me 
as a probationary member, making me 


- 


the appointive process, 
not many openings left. 
When I was appointed to the 
West Salem United Methodist Church, 
a church that had just lost its be- 
loved pastor to a sudden and unex- 
pected death, members of that church 
reacted with anger and determined 
threats. Bishop William Dew and I 
consulted and decided that it would 
be difficylt or impossible to carry 
out a good ministry inthat setting, 
and the Bishop was worried as well 
about the possibility of physical 
harm to myself or my family. In 
that situation, we agreed that the 
appointment would be withdrawn. I 
am still a probationer in good 
standing, currently on leave of ab- 
sence. I believe that the Bishop, 
Cabinet, Board of Ordained Ministry 
and Executive Session have acted 
courageously and in good faith. I 
look forward tothetime when I will 
live out my call to serve as pastor 
in a local church. In the mean- 
time, I keep reminding myself that 
I have seen the Spirit of God at 
work in the church. I am amazed, I 
am grateful, and I live convinced 
that God's spirit will prevail. 


there were 


Jeanne Knepper 
SS ey a CT TOE BT A EE EET 
EDITOR'S NOTE: How do people 
outside the church view the xze- 
action of the churches to the prob- 
Lem& facing gays and Lesbians? The 
authon of the following anticke has 
some pretty nasty things to say 
about the Christian rnekigion--some 


justified, some false and mistaken. 
What £8 your , reaction to his 
changes? 


guest opinion 
(from the 4/16/92 issue of Boston's 
"Bay Windows") 


RELIGIOUS COMPLICITY IN GAY BASHING 
by Paul Varnell 


One of the central insights of 
Bette Green's painful and touching 
recent children's novel, The 


Drowning of Stephen Jones, is that 


the single most important source of 


eligible for appointment. Because homophobia is today's Christian 

all of these decisions required clergy. There is a relentless din 

meetings that stretched late into PLease turn to page six 
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guest opinion -- from page five 
of denunciations ot homosexuals, 
"“effeminates,""sodomites," and "de- 
filers of the flesh" from ministers, 
evangelists and television preachers 
--all people making claim to speak 
with unguestionable moral authority. 

To any young person full of 
energy and passion, and with typical 
youthful zeal for self-assertion, 
the message is clear: gays are bad, 
they are a threat, their lives have 
no value. We would be better off 
without them. AndinGreene's book, 
as in real life, young men go out 
and action those teachings. - 

It is contemptibly disingenu- 
ous for priests, ministers and evan- 
gelists to disclaim responsibility 
for gay-bashing and murderous as- 
saults on gay people when they have 
all but urged their parishioners to 
do exactly that. And they will 
continue to sow hatred of gays and 
to dehumanize gay lives until we 
Start holding them accountable for 
the results of their teachings. 

"We hate the sin but not the 
Sinner," they say. But that is a 
meaningless distinction: homosexual 
is what we are. "Well, we have to 
remember that we are all sinners," 
they say. That is false. I am not 
a sinner, and my homosexuality is 
not a sin. 

At some point, the gloves have 
to come off and we have to confront 
them about what they are doing. 
Confront them in a serious, organ- 
ized and relentless way. 

Does the Vatican urge priests 
to condemn gay bashings every week 
from the pulpit? It does not. Do 
Protestant fundamentalists urge re- 
spect for the persons and property 
of people whose lives are different? 
They do not. On the contrary, we 
scarcely need to be reminded of the 
astonishing 1986 Vatican letter, 
issued with papal approval, which 
openly asserted that gays who are 
assaulted and beaten up have really 
brought it on themselves. Jerry 
Falwell just this year has been 
trying to raise money for his Lib- 
erty Foundation by sending letters 
to people saying that "militant 
homosexuals want to start homosexual 
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that "the homosexual agenda includes 
REDUCING THE AGE OF SEXUAL CONSENT 
TO 22 he" “Gada. 

Young people's lives are 
blighted because of anxieties about 
their sexuality. Young people com- 
mit suicide because they are un- 
happy, fearful, afraid that no one, 
not eventheir God, ortheir parents, 
will love them. Someministers have 
told young people that they would 
be better off dead than being a 
"practicing homosexual." People I 
have talked to have told me, close 
to tears, that they would rather be 
dead than think they might be gay. 
And what do the churches say to 
such people: They say Romans 1: 32: 
"They know God's decree that those 
who do such things deserve to die." 
And is it a surprise when thousands 
of young men full of energy, look- 
ing for excitement and hoping to 
impress their peers, take the word 
of their church and go out and as- 
sault, beat up and even kill gays? 

In their more honest moments, 
churches plead for exemption from 
criticism by saying that, well, 
their doctrines may not be true, 
that they may be founded upon myths 
and fables, but they are an impor- 
tant means of social control. "We 
keep people moral and constrained," 
they say, "so you should not under- 
mine us because we perform a val- 
uable social function." But that 
is not true. They do not control 
the anti-social passions of their 
members. They incite them. 

When slave ownérs wanted to 
defend slavery, they quoted Paul's 
admonition, "Slaves, stay with your 
masters." When Christians wanted 
to kill Jews and seize their prop- 
erty, they quoted the Bible (Mat- 
thew. 27:24-25). When anesthetics 
were invented in the 19th century, 
some Christians argued that they 
should not be given to women in 
labor, citing God: "I will greatly 
multiply your pain in childbearing, 
and in pain you shall bring forth 
childen." Defenders of authoritar- 
ian governments have used the 
Bible; so have opponents of racial 
segregation; so have opponents of 
women's legal and social equality 


sex education in our schools" and PLease turn 40 page seven 
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("Women, be submissive to your hus- 
bands"), 

Every time someone has wanted 
to do something good, and decent, 
and kind, and humane, some Chris- 
tian has stood in the way holding a 
cross and quoting a passage from 
the Bible. A religion with so poor 
a batting average ought to be con- 
Siderably more modest about its 
claims to promote virtue. 

Not all churches are so bad, 
some people say. Let's see. Have 
they denounced hate crimes vigor- 
ously and repeatedly? Do they pro- 
mote programs to counter gay- 
bashing? Have they denounced other 
churches that are homophobic? Has 
the supposedly liberal National 
Council of Churches denounced the 
homophobia of Rev. Jerry Falwell? 
Or that of Pat Robertson? Have 
they denounced Rev. Lou Sheldon, 
whose main agenda seems to be 
attacking gays? Has the Catholic 
hierarchy, or even a single bishop, 
denounced conservative Catholic 
Patrick Buchanan's venomous’ homo- 
phobia for the arrant and contempt- 
ible nonsense that it is? 


When has your local bishop 
held a conference on homophobia and 
the problem of gay-bashing? A 


brick lobbed through the window of 
a local cathedral would raise a hue 
and cry. But a gay man shot in the 
streets merits not a murmur. When 
has the local council of churches 
held a conference on how member 
churches can be more supportive of 
gays? When have prominent clergy 
marched supportively in the gay 
pride parade? 

Have the hierarchies of the 
churches said to their priests and 
ministers, "Yes, we know that there 
are passages in our holy book that 
seem homophobic. But those passages 
are wrong. They were written by 
arrogant and narrow men who did not 
know what they were talking about 
and we are ashamed of them and re- 
ject them. We will omit them from 
the next edition of our sacred text 
but we will place them in an appen- 
dix as a constant reminder to our- 
selves of how fallible we are and 
how we have sinned, Meanwhile, we 
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charge you with working to undo the 
long tradition of hatred and mis- 
understanding they have fostered." 
Have they? 

No, do not throw a_e brick 
through the windowof the cathedral. 
Do not let the churches play victim 
once more. It is their favorite 
role. "We must be in this world, 
not of it" they told one another as 
they stretched heretics onthe rack. 
"Gentle Jesus, meek and mild," they 
said as they drowned old ladies 
they imagined were witches. There 
are better ways to delegitimize the 
moral authority of the churches, 
but in doing it we must, as their 
own book advises, be as wise as 
serpents and as sly as foxes. 


MORE MIDWEST MISCHIEF 


(Excerpted from United Methodist 
News Service releases) 


Five weeks after Bishop Judith 
Craig announced the withdrawal of 
the Rev. Ilona Sabo-Shuler’ as 
Superintendent of the Grand Rapids 


District, a group of more. than 100 
persons has drafted an "open letter" 
to Michigan United Methodists re- 
garding ministry with gay = and 
lesbian persons. 

In response, Michigan's new 


episcopal leader, Bishop Donald Ott, 
has counseled church leaders to 
consult the Discipline as he and 
his cabinets prepare a more formal 
statement. 

This chain of events began 
when Sabo-Shuler participated ina 
"Celebration of Holy Covenant" be- 
tween two gay men in Indianapolis 
July 25, several days after her ap- 
pointment to replace the Rev. Sharon 
Rader as district superintendent. 
Later Sabo-Shuler cited her involve- 
ments aS a pastor of a Reconciling 
Congregation as the reason for 
stepping down from the superinten- 
dent post. 

"I ask this because I do not 
want to embroil the conference (in 


controversy) at this time of epis- 
copal transition," she said in a 
letter mailed from the bishop's 


PLease turn to page erght 
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Bishop Ott -- from page seven 

| office on Aug. 26 to all pastors of 
the West Michigan Conference. 
Bishop Craig is nowserving the Ohio 
West Area. 

In response to that set of 
decisions, a group of 30 concerned 
persons met in Grand Rapids mid- 
September and developed an open 
letter which subsequently has been 
signed by more than 100 persons. 
Signers are split almost equally 
between clergy and lay. 

The statement makes no refer- 
ence to the Sabo-Shuler events. It 
asserts the sacred worth of lesbian 
and gay individuals and urges the 
building of bridges and removal of 
barriers among all persons. Soli- 
darity is expressed with "Reconcil- 
ing Congregations" which are inten- 
tional about their ministry with 
lesbian and gay persons. The letter 
also supports those who choose to 
participate in "services of coven- 
ant -and holy union between lesbian 
and gay couples." 

In a news article appearing in 
the October LZ issue of the 
Michigan Christian Advocate, the 
Rev. Ellen Brubaker of Grand Rapids, 


one of the signers, says covenant- 
ing services are not weddings. 
"There's the old phrase, ‘If it 


walks like a duck and talks like a 
duck...' but we simply don't see it 
that way," she said. 

Among West Michigan evangeli- 


cals quoted in the Advocate ar- 
ticle is the Rev. Dick Selleck, 
Sand Lake, Mich. 

"If district superintendents 


and bishops and pastors can do what- 
ever seems good to them, regardless 


of General Conference and the Dis- 


cipline, then we have ceased to be 
a United Methodist Church in the 
traditional sense," Selleck said. 
Not acknowledging such cere- 
monies and rituals as weddings is a 
"Semantic game," he said. "Since 
when does being in ministry to and 
with homosexual persons have to in- 
clude blessing their unions? It's 
a point of anger withalot of evan- 
gelicals who have been in ministry 
with and to homosexuals for a long 
time and who have before now never 
felt that they were required to 
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take that step." 

Three weeks later, Bishop Ott 
barred United Methodist clergy in 
Michigan from conducting same- 
sex covenants, akin to marriage. 

In a statement released at a 
meeting of West Michigan clergy in 
Grand Rapids on Oct. 29, Ott, of 
Southfield, Mich., said conducting 
events “implying blessing or en- 
dorsement" of same-sex unions is 
not within the “covenant position" 


of the church. 


"United Methodist people are 
expected, as an expression of our 
covenant, to live within the adopted 
positions of the church," Ott said. 

At a press conference after 
the meeting, Ott said the purpose 
of his statement is "to create a 
climate in which we can talk about 
a significant issue before the so- 
ciety and the church without dis- 
membering the body." 

While prohibiting clergy par- 
ticipation in gay unions, Ott af- 
firmed and encouraged the efforts 
of those who offer ministry to gay 
and lesbian persons. He urged con- 
tinued study of the issue, partic- 
ularly a. Yeport from. 4... four- 
year study committee on homosexual- 
ity received by the church's Gener- 
al Conference in May. 

Further discussion of homosex- 
uality is not only appropriate, he 
said, but "essential. This is 
part of an ongoing dialogue that 
needs to be held. It should not go 
underground." 

Other portions of the Disci- 
pline affirm homosexual persons as 
"individuals of sacred worth," de- 
clare "God's grace is available to 
ali" and, commit; .the church “to be 
in ministry for all persons." 

Ott said his statement was an! 
attempt to set up helpful boundaries | 
for continued discussion. He said’ 
the statement grew out of conver- 
sation with district superintendents 
and others but added, "This is my 
conviction." 
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Winter 1992 


DEADLINE FOR SPRING 


EVALUATION ISSUE 


Affirmation is conducting an 
evaluation of our Long Range 
Plan and our new Council struc- 

5 ture. Members will soon re- 
ceive an evaluation form (or 
have received it already). We 
urge all to complete the form 
and return it promptly. Your 
views and comments are vitally 
important to our _ continued 
growth and improvement as a 
national organization. Thank 
you. 


Submissions in by Mar. 12 
Publication date: Man. 30 


The Affiunation Newsletter is pub- 
Lished quarterly by Affinmation: 


United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay 
and Bisexual Conceans. ALL 
submissions and Letters of inquiry 
Should be addressed to: 


Affirmation Newsletter 
P.O. Box 1021 
Evanston, IL 60204 


Planning and Evaluation 
Committee 
Jeanne Barnett, Convenor 
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Dallas Affirmation Presents 
SECOND ANNUAL LEGGETT-WARDLOW LECTURE 
Lecturer: BISHOP JOHN SPONG 


Audio Tape available which includes Bishop Spongs’ homily at AIDS Interfaith 
Prayer Breakfast -- $5.00. 


Video available of lecture only (not good quality) -- $10.00. Call for more 
information or ; 


To order, fill out this coupon and mail to: 
Spong Lecture 
Dallas Affirmation 


Dallas, TX 
Please send __ Audio Tape Video Tape Total enclosed 


Name 


Address 


Ciy =) eee Mary An SwrenGtate: anus Zip 
Phone Number 
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